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How to Read the Bible 
Anchor Community Church, April 7, 2018 

 
Why should I read the Bible? 

 
1. ”I love my wife, but I don’t __________________________________________________________.”   
2. You cultivate your relationship with God through the means of grace: 

 
a. _______________________________________________ 

 
b. _______________________________________________ 

 
c. _______________________________________________ 
 
d. _______________________________________________ 

 
The Bible is: 

 
1. The Sword of the ________________ (Eph. 6:17), living and ____________________ (Heb. 4:12). 

 
2. God-__________________________ to equip for every __________________________________ 

(2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
 

3. Spiritual _________________________________ for survival (Matt. 4:4) 
 

4. The ____________________ of who God is.  __________% Narrative. 
 
How not to read the Bible: 

 
1. A Book of __________________________________________. 

 
2. Jumping to Application too ___________________________________. 

 
3. To ___________________________ people with your knowledge.    

a. John 5 – 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it  
 
is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you ________________________________________ 
that you may have life. 

 
4. Ignoring ______________________.   
 
Genres of the Bible 

 
1. _________________________________________ 

 
a. _________________________ vs. ____________________________  Ex: polygamy.   

 
b. Remember these are __________________________narratives.   
 

2. ________________________________________ 
 
a. _______________________ and _________________________   
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3. ___________________________________ 

 
a. __________________________ is important. 
 

4. ___________________________________ 
 

a. __________________________ is important.     
 

5. ____________________________________   
 
a. Symbolic _______________________, ____________________________ 

 
COMA 

 
1. _______________________________ 

 
a. How does this passage fit with what comes __________________ and __________________?   

 
b. How does this passage fit into ____________________________________ of the whole book?   
 

2. _______________________________ 
 

a. Note ____________________________ and key ____________________.   
 

b. Note ____________________________ and points of _____________________________.  
Consult a good Study Bible if needed.  (recommended: ESV Study Bible, Zondervan NIV Study 
Bible) 

c. What is the ___________________________________________? 
 

3. _________________________________ 
 

a. What does this teach me about ____________________________? 
 

b. What does this teach me about ____________________________?  
 

c. How does this lead me to ___________________________?   
 

4. __________________________________ 
 

a. What is God trying to _________________________________________?   
 

b. How do I need to __________________________?   
 

c. What ____________________________ is God reminding me of? 
 

d. _____________________ on these truths and _______________________.      
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COMA Simplified: READ, THINK, PRAY 
 
1. _____________________ through a _______________________________ of the Bible.  You will 

then be familiar with the context.   
 

2. Read one _________________________ or ____________________________ at a time. 
 

3. Consult a __________________________________ when needed. 
 

4. What’s the __________________?  What ___________________________?   
 

5. _______________________ and _____________________.   
 

a. _____________________ about what you read.   
 

b. __________________________ your heart to God.  Ask him for ______________________.   
 

c. _____________________________ if that’s helpful for you.   
 

d. In the ______________, Go for a _________________, while you are _____________________.   
 

e. Talk about it with _________________________.       
 
Small Group Exercise:  
How are these verses taken out of context?   
Read the context and discuss!   
 
1. Matthew 7:1 -- Do not judge, or you will be judged. 
2. Jeremiah 29:11 – For I know the plans for you… 
3. Matthew 18:20 – Where two or three are gathered, there I am with them.   
4. Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
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Understanding the Big Story of the Bible 
Diagrams from Porterbrook Training Network Course, “Reading God’s Story”  
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Four Big Promises in the Bible 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land 
that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
2 Samuel 7:12-13 
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  
 
1. A ___________________ who know God. 

 
2. A ___________________ of blessing. 

 
3. A __________________ and a ____________________________. 

 
4. Blessing to the _______________________________. 
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The promises — or different dimensions to the one promise of salvation — 
drive the Bible story. The promises are enshrined in covenants with 
Abraham, with Moses, with David and in the new covenant in Christ. A 
covenant is a formally agreed promise — ‘a contract’ in contemporary 
language, though it has a much stronger relational dimension in the Bible. It 
is (or should be) accompanied with hesed — ‘covenant love’ or ‘steadfast 
kindness’. There are different covenants, but underlying them is the one 
promise of salvation. Paul says: “The Scripture foresaw that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to 
Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’” (Galatians 3:8) The 
promise to Abraham is the gospel announced in advance. The promise that 
was made to Abraham is the same promise that comes to us in the gospel. 
 

The Bible is the story of how God fulfils this promise to Abraham. The Old 
Testament is the story of how God partially fulfils the promise in the life of 
Israel. But each partial fulfilment points to its ultimate fulfilment through 
Jesus. And along the way the promise gets bigger because God’s ultimate 
purposes are for a new humanity in a new creation. The promise is fulfilled 
through Jesus and in the new creation. 
 

So at each point in the Bible story, ask yourself what if anything is happening 
to the four elements of God’s promise and how this will be fulfilled in Jesus 
and the church: 
1. a people who know God 
2. a place of blessing 
3. a king and a kingdom 
4. blessing to the nations 
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word. When the word of God comes into conflict with the king, it is God’s 
word that reigns. 
 

Exercise 
King vs prophet 
Read 1 Kings 13:1-6. This section begins with “by the word 

of the LORD” and ends with “the word of the LORD … will certainly come 
true” (1 Kings 13:32). God’s word not only informs, warns and predicts: it 
actually causes things to happen. How does this story demonstrate the 
sovereignty of God’s word? Read 2 Kings 1:1-18. How does Ahaziah try to 
evade God’s word? How does this story demonstrate the sovereignty of 
God’s word? 

 
In 1 and 2 Kings the warnings of Deuteronomy slowly unfold as the nation 
turns from God. God’s word is sovereign and so there is something 
inexorable about the story. The book of Deuteronomy promised blessings if 
the people were obedient, but it also outlined curses if they were not faithful 
to the covenant (see especially Deuteronomy 28 and 30). This is the principle 
by which the writer of Kings interprets history. What happens to Israel, then, 
happens because those curses come into play. The disaster that falls on Israel 
is a result of the judging and destroying power of God’s law. God’s word sets 
in train events which cannot be altered. 
 

 
 
x Exodus is the story of God’s people set free. 
x Joshua and Judges describe how God gives them the promised land. 
x 1 and 2 Samuel describe how God gives them his anointed king. 
x 1 Kings describes how Solomon builds the temple in Jerusalem — the 

symbol of God’s presence with his people. 
x The second half of 1 Kings and 2 Kings describe how the people turn 

from God until at the end everything is in ruins. The people are in exile. 
The land has been defeated. The king is in captivity. The temple has been 
destroyed. 

 


